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Tuition hikes
continue in Ohio

Eight of »f Ohio’s 14 pub-
lic universities have im-
posed or proposed tuition
increases for next school
year, despite a push from
students to keep costs
down.

University of Akron
leaders agreed to raise tu-
ition by 2 percent recent-
ly, following increases
that have been approved
at the University of Cin-
cinnati, Youngstown State
University and Shawnee
State University.

Four other schools
have proposed increases:
Ohio University, Miami
University, Wright State
University and the Univer-
sity of Toledo.

State-funded colleges
can'’t raise tuition by more
than 2 percent, or $188 a
year, whichever is high-
er, under limits that state
lawmakers set last year.
Several, including Ohio
State University, have yet
to recommend new tu-
ition rates.

The costliest proposal
so far is at Miami. Admin-
istrators there are asking
the board of trustees for
a 2 percent increase that
would add $265 a year to
tuition for undergradu-
ate, in-state students.

On the lower end, un-
dergraduates at Ohio Uni-
versity would pay $150
more.

So far, only Bowling

Green State University
has decided to keep costs
level. Leaders there de-
cided against an increase
out of concern for rising
student debt, President
Mary Ellen Mazey an-
nounced in December.

That concern has
spurred students across
the state to protest tuition
increases at their schools.
Some have joined with
the Ohio Student Associ-
ation to organize “teach-
ins” and rallies to high-
light soaring costs on
campuses.

“It’s unreasonable, if
you ask me,” said Asia
McRae, 22, a junior study-
ing anthropology at Ak-
ron and a member of the
Ohio Student Association.
“I have friends who work
35to 40 hours a week and
are barely making do af-
ter you take into consider-
ation living expense and
tuition costs.”

Officials at Wright State
and Miami said they did
not know of any orga-
nized protests at their
schools.

The association urg-
es colleges to balance
budgets without put-
ting an extra burden on
students. But officials at
some schools said they
feel pinned. With drops in
enrollment and state aid,
many must rely more on
tuition.

Over the past three
years, enrollment at
Youngstown State has de-
creased by about 12 per-
cent, leading to $12 mil-
lion in lost revenue. In the
same time period, state
money allotted for the
university has slipped by
almost $9 million.

At Akron, along with
the tuition increase, the
university is cutting pro-
grams and has increased
meal and housing prices
to close a $15 million def-
icit.

But tuition has been
used as a remedy for oth-
er challenges, too.

At Miami, none of the
proposed uptick would
cover operating costs. In-
stead, all of the money
would be channeled into
scholarships.

“In essence, collective-
ly there wouldn’t be any
increase for students, but
individually, some stu-
dents would pay more,”
said David Creamer, vice
president of finance and
business services and the
treasurer at Miami.

Under the proposal,
students who can afford
Miami’s costs would sub-
sidize some students who
can’t. Miami, which bills
itself as “Ohio’s Public
Ivy,” charges $13,266 for

tuition, the most among
the state’s 14 public uni-
versities.

“We continue to try to
deal with income barri-
ers for some students,”
Creamer said. “Our stu-
dents don’t all come from
similar families.”

At Ohio University, the
board of trustees started
to discuss tuition scenar-
ios last month that range
from a freeze to a 1.5 per-
cent increase.

A campus budgeting
group has since suggested
the highest option, which
officials said would supply
$3.2 million for the uni-
versity’s wish list of proj-
ects and buildings.

Officials at Ohio, along
with most other schools,
plan to finalize their tu-
ition and fees for next
school year by the end of
June, after the current se-

mester ends.




